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Ms Eleni Evangel; Mr Dean Nalder 

CHARLES STREET BUS BRIDGE 

860. Ms E. EVANGEL to the Minister for Transport: 
I would like to acknowledge in the public gallery the principal, Mr Martin Tucker, and the leadership team of 
Trinity College in my electorate on behalf of the Minister for Police and me. 

I note the minister’s recent announcement on the Charles Street bus bridge. Could he please outline to the house 
the positive effect that this will have on congestion in my electorate? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
I thank the member for her question and her continued advocacy for her constituents. The Liberal–National 
government has placed significant emphasis on transforming our capital city, making it a place where people 
want to live, work and enjoy. The announcement on the weekend of the Charles Street bridge is a significant 
addition to the underground bus port that will be completed by mid-2016. One of the challenges that we have is 
that those buses travel through Northbridge along Roe Street and north up Fitzgerald Street. We are talking 
upwards of 1 000 buses a day. This bus bridge will allow those buses to bypass Northbridge and get straight out 
onto Charles Street. On average, 1 300 buses will be saving between four and six minutes a trip. This is part of 
an integrated approach to a transport solution. What I am talking about here is that we recently — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: We recently ran the 950 trial that we have talked about, which saved only three to four 
minutes in travel time, but with high frequency, we have seen an increase of 39 per cent in the number of 
passengers over a 12-month period. For 1 300 bus trips, we will save between four and six minutes. This will 
free up buses. During peak periods, we will be able to put an additional eight buses back on high-frequency 
routes. We know that that is also attractive. We can look at the major corridors of Charles Street, 
Wanneroo Road, Alexander Drive and Scarborough Beach Road, where we can start to bring high-frequency 
buses down and provide a more convenient solution than people being in their car, and that is what the objective 
is here. 

This will also drive operating efficiencies in the Department of Transport, and it will pay for itself over 15 years. 
This project will be paid off over 15 years. There are a lot of benefits that will come from this. One is that it is a 
$32 million project that is self-funding by driving operating efficiencies, but it will also allow us to free up buses 
to provide that higher frequency in high-activity corridors, so we are providing a faster, more-efficient way of 
getting people to the CBD. For the member for Perth, it is great for taking that amount of traffic out of 
Northbridge and freeing it up for other people who are trying to move in and about that area. 
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